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ANGLESEY C.L.P. invites applications for the post 
of Organiser-Agent. Man or woman. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with National Agreement. 
Application forms from Secretary, 31 Tara Street, 


f _ Holyhead, to whom they must be returned not 


later than 21 July. Knowledge of Welsh essential. 
BEDFORD C.L.P. invites applications for the post 


~~of Full-time Agent, the appointment to be made in 


accordance with the terms-of the National Agree- 
ment and in consultation with the National 
Executive Committee. Application forms may be 
obtained from Mr. J. R. Cashman, 46 Southville 
Road, Bedford, to whom they should be returned 


not later than 23 July, 1949. 


BILLERICAY C.L.P-—Applications are invited for 
the post of Full-time Agent. Salary and conditions 
in accordance with National Agreement. Applica- 


___tion forms from Mr. Norman Carr, Warwick House, 


High ‘Road, South Benfleet, Essex, to whom they 
must be returned not later than 20 July, 1949. 

CHELTENHAM C.L.P.—Applications are invited 
for the post of Full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary 


--~and conditions in accordance with National Agree- 


ment. Accommodation at reasonable charges could 
be arranged,.. Application forms from Secretary, 
Cheltenham Labour Party, 3 Royal Crescent, 
Cheltenham, to whom they must be returned not 


’ later than 15 July, 1949. 


EAST ISLINGTON C.L.P. — Applications are 
invited for the post of Full-time Agent. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with the National Scale. 
Application forms from Mr. W. A. Jones, 95 St. 
Paul’s Road, London, N.1, to whom they must be 
returned not later than 25 July, 1949. 


LANCASTER C.L.P.—Applications are invited for 
the post of Full-time Agent. Salary and conditions 
in accordance with the National Scale. Application 
forms from Councillor Harry Price, 7 Vale Road, 
Lancaster,'to whom they must be returned not later 
than 30 July, 1949. 


MERTON AND MORDEN C.L.P.—Applications 
are invited for the post of Full-time Agent. Salary 
and conditions in accordance with National Agree- 
ment. Application forms from Mr H. W. 
Woodcock, 220 Canterbury Road, Morden, Surrey, 
to whom they should be returned not later than 
23 July, 1949. 


MID-BEDS. C.L.P. invites applications for the post 
of Full-time Agent, the appointment to ,be made 
in accordance with the terms of the ’ National 
Agreement and in consultation with the National 
Executive Committee. Application forms may be 
obtained from Mr. J. Birkett, 25 Upper Shelton 
Road, Marston Moretaine, Beds., to whom they 
should be returned not later than 16 July, 1949. 
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NOTTINGHAM CITY LABOUR PARTY 
cations are invited for the post of 
Organiser. Salary £425 rising by yearly 
to £475 per annum. Appointment will be made 
conjunction with the National Executive Committee. 
Application forms may be obtained from Comm-_ 
cillor W. Hickling, 110, Mansfield Road, Nottin; 
ham, to whom they should be returned not 
than 6 August, 1949. | 
SEVENOAKS C.L.P.—Applications are invited for 
the post of Secretary-Agent. Salary and conditions 
in accordance with National Agreement. Applica- 
tion forms from Mr. G. R. Sting, ‘Laneside,’ Land- 
ways, Kemsing, Kent, to whom they should be 
returned not later than Thursday, 28 July, 1949. 


SHOREDITCH AND FINSBURY L.P. invites — 
applications for the post of Full-time Agent, the — 
appointment to be made in accordance with the — 
terms of the National Agreement and in consulta~ 
tion with the National Executive Committee. — 
Application forms may be obtained from Mr. Ernest — 
‘Thurtle,, M.P:, 2° Paper Buildings, London, E.C.4, 
to whom they must be returned not later than 
16 July, 1949. ro . 
SHREWSBURY C.L.P.— Applications are invited 
for the post of Full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary 
and conditions in accordance with National Agree- 
ment. Application forms from W. J. Jones, 38 
Moreton Crescent, Bellevue, Shrewsbury, to whom 
they must be returned by 30 July, 1949, : 
WESTERN DUNBARTON C.L.P.—Applications 
are invited for the post of Agent. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with the National Agree- 
ment. Forms of application to be had from John 
H. Carson, 6 Admiralty Cottages, Arrochar, 
Dunbartonshire, to whom. they must be returned not’ 
later than 30 July, 1949. 

WIDNES C.L.P.—Applications are invited for the 
post of Full-time Agent. Salary and conditions in 
accordance with the National Agreement. Applica- 
tion forms can be had from Henry Campbell, 
‘Thornhill,’ Stockswell Road, Widnes, to whom 
they must be returned not later than 22 July, 1949. 


WIMBLEDON C,.L.P.— Applications are invited 
for the post of Full-time Agent. Salary and con- 
ditions in accordance with the National Scale. 
Application forms from Mr. J. H. Cocks, 14 Hill- 
brow, New Malden, Surrey, to whom they must 
be returned not later than 23 July, 1949. 
WYTHENSHAWE (Manchester) C.L.P. invites 
applications for the post of Agent. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with the National Agree- 
ment. Application forms may be obtained from 
Mr. A. Lees, 123 Cross Acres Road, Wythenshawe, 
Manchester, to whom they must be returned not 
later than 31 July, 1949, 


HY not spend an enjoyable and 


national Summer Schools this year? 
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, University of Durham. July 2—9g. 


BEATRICE WEBB HOUSE, Leith Hill, Surrey. September 10—17. 


The inclusive charge is £5 5s. per week for each student. 


Those attending the Schools must be individual or affiliated members of 
the Labour Party, and must not be members of any org 


Annual Conference. 


) Write NOW for application forms to— 
The Secretary, Labour Party, Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.1. 


profitable holiday at the Labour Party’s 
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Those Rural Areas 


» Oe THOSE RURAL AREAS . . . how differently two pairs of eyes can view them. The 
M one sees their beauty, individual characteristics, and natural way of life. The 
other is appalled by their political backwardness, frequent subservience to so-called 
local ‘authority’, and the widespread results of years of Tory neglect. ; 


_ Exceptions? Yes, cf course, there are. Where the lamp of political knowledge 
has burned, these folk have risen in anger against those self-appointed champions 
whose lordly patronage of ‘the villagers’ conceals their true intentions, In such 
_ cases the spirit of Tolpuddle flares forth again and the real allies of country life 
demonstrate the material results of, ‘For the common good.’ 


Good luck then to the Southern Region crusaders* who are carrying the lamp where 
it is needed most. For upon the success of their efforts, and those of all who follow 
suit, will greatly depend the success of Labour at the next General Election. 
rr (*See article on Page 6.) 


Our New Appointments 


HE NEWLY-CREATED post .of Organiser 
4& for EAST sussEx has gone to one of 
the leading members of the League of 
Youth. He is Ken Peay, 22-year old 
A.E.U. office-worker who, in his 5 years 
of Party membership, has filled a variety 
of posts. 
The founder of Kingston League, and 
Surrey Federation, he is also a member of 
the League’s National Consultative Com- 
mittee. Within the Party he is Secretary 
fo Kingston D.L.P., member of the E.C. of 
the Southern Regional Council,-and has 
shared control in 7 local government 
slections.. Peay is particularly interested 
in raising funds and at one time realised 
{400 on a single venture. 
BRIGG is still remembered as the scene of 
a hectic by-election, ‘and now comes the 
news that 26-year-old Catherine Devine, a 
school teacher, has taken up its agency. 
As propaganda and publicity officer to 
Beverley C.L.P., she has gained valuable 
sxperience and both in 1946, as well as 
his year, she organised County, Urban, 
und Parish elections. 


Wilfred Holliday, mineworker, has gone 
to sLyTH. He is well known for his work 
on behalf of the Northumberland. miners 
and as an honorary sub-agent in a 1945 
Parliamentary contest. At RucBy Frank 
Huff, 25, will take with him all the 
enthusiasm that he is noted for at 
Northampton, where he was prominent in 
their Youth Group. He has controlled 
local government elections. 


Former Wells agent, Don Propert, has 
moved to worcesTER. Before taking up 
an agency he had spent much time in 
founding the Swansea League of Youth. 
Also from Wales is Albert Howells, honor- 
ary Secretary of mMonmouTH D.L.P., who is 
now taking up full-time work in that area. 
He has had considerable organising 
experience both in 1945 and, since then, 
in controlling most local elections in 
Abergavenny. 

Kenneth Day, aged 34, is bringing wide 
T.U. organising experience with him to 
yEovit. .A table glove cutter, he has been 


(Continued on page 18) 


A NEW SERIES 


Chosen at Random 


By DEREK AGNEW 


ooLwicH Lasour Party’s General 
Council Report, given at their 46th 
Annual Meeting, makes inspiring reading. 
During 1948 1,332 new members were 
enrolled and the Party started this year 
with an all-time record of 7,347. 

Middle Park Ward must take a bouquet 
for its share in this achievement. Work- 
ers here recruited 347 members whilst 
St. Margaret’s Ward (212), Dockyard 
Ward (519), and Central Ward (121), 
were all to the fore. : 

But there’s no resting on the oars in this 
fighting town. Listen to this! “In 1953 the 
Party will celebrate its 50th Anniversary. 
What better anniversary figure to be able 
to announce than a membership of 10,000.” 


Impressive Affiliations 
Incidentally last year’s income, from indi- 
vidual membership alone was {1,444. And 
what an impressive list of affiliations—s5 
T.U. Branches, the Royal Arsenal Shop 
Stewards and the Woolwich Arsenal Joint 
Shop Stewards, 11 Women’s Co-operative 
Guilds, five local Clubs, and the R.A.C.S._ 
Literature to the value of £81 was sold 
and over 100,000 leaflets were distributed 


Labour’s Great Rally 


| Ren ORGANISATION of Laboutr’s Rally 
at the Filey Holiday Camp, 17-24 
September, 1949, provides an excellent 
opportunity for a good pre-election get- 
together. It is hoped that more than 
4,000 members of the League of Youth 
will be present together with 1,500 
additional active workers in the Move- 
ment. The leaders, the young people, 
and the representatives of the rank-and- 
file will, together, plan and discuss the 
fight ahead. 

Terms are: Adults and children of 
Io years and over—/5, Children of 
2 years and over, but under ro— 
{2 10s, od. Babies under 2 years— 
Free, 

Applications should be sent immedi- 
ately to the Secretary, The Labour 
Party, Transport House, Smith Square, 
London, S.W.1, accompanied by 1 
deposit per reservation. 
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in three major operations. At the aa 
of the meeting seven comrades.who haye 
done much towards building the Party 
into its present satisfactory position were 
given presentations by Ernie Bevin, Pros; 
pective Parliamentary Candidate for East 
Woolwich. They were Comrades T. Davis 
(40 years), Miss G. E. Walters (37 years)) 
R. T. Baillie (24 years), Mrs. L. Driver (25 
years), Mrs. E. L. Reeves (21 years) ana 
L. N. Baillie (15 years) all of whom were 
retiring from the Borough Council. The 
seventh comrade was R. H. Pott, with 1& 
years service on the L.C.C. 


Workers everywhere will join with me on 
congratulating Woolwich for its fine 
record. We look forward to more news 
from this Labour bastion. 


WO SPONTANEOUS TRIBUTES to the work 

of the N.C.L.C. caught my eye 
recently. This first was a letter in 
Advance—the League of Youth monthly 
—from a Leaguer-cum-N.C.L.C.er calling 
on more young Socialists to take advantage 
of the Council’s educational facilities as 
part of their Socialist training. 


The other was also a letter, published in 
Plebs, written by a Trade Union Branck 
Secretary who, commenting on one of his 
member’s studies, wrote of, ‘firstly ous 
gratification at the standard attained by 
our member, and secondly, our real appre- 
ciation of the very obvious efficiency dis- 
played by those responsible for the posta! 
courses department.’ 


The lesson is obvious. Moré of our mem- 
bers, particularly the younger element 
should be spending study time on courses 
which will assist them in Party work. h 
is not as an afterthought, but as a priority 
that Organisers should bring the N.C.L.C 
to their workers’ attention. 


Incidentally, Party Chairman Sar 
Watson was an early N.C.L.C. student 
The classes he conducts in Durham to-day 
are the largest, and best-attended, in the 
country. 


RE WE MAKING the best of the loca! 

press? Don’t write and tell me tha 
in many places it is hostile to Labour. _ 
know it full well. But I also know 9 
many cases where Party officials rarely, i 
ever, bother to go out of their way to tn 
and improve relationships. 


One Agent I know holds a Press Con- 
ference each week attended, whenever pos- 
sible, by the Member and honorary offi- 
cials. How many others do this? How 
‘many pause to think that the average 
‘Teporter, certainly the Nujjer,* is gener- 
ally on our side of the fence and can’t be 
‘blamed for his paper’s editorial policy. 
Get to know him more, go out of your 
way to facilitate his job, and you'll find 
the dividends rolling in. Certainly don’t, 
-as many do, drop him like a hot brick the 
‘first time you read an adverse comment. 


EMEMBER THE SECOND ARTICLE in our 

now completed series “How We Did 
It?’ It was written by Douglas Garnett— 
then Secretary-Agent at Cirencester and 
Tewkesbury and now making a success as 
Assistant Eastern Regional Organiser. 


- Douglas told how his Party had grown 
‘in two years to such an extent that income 
had jumped from much less than {100 to 
£1,400. Latest news is that the new Agent, 
“Richard Pride, is more than carrying on 
-Garnett’s good work. This year’s Rally 
-and Fete will, it is hoped, be an even 
Bigger and Better occasion than last year 
when 2,000 programmes were sold (at 1s. 
-each) and {250 taken at the fete itself. 

Pride has organised sideshows, competi- 

tions, and bargain stalls, laid on music by 
‘the Cirencester Silver Band, and arranged 
for refreshments by the Co-op. Events 
have been carefully timed. The schedule 
reads like a Wembley Stadium Olympic 
Games programme. 

3.0. Procession with banners through the 
town, and opening of the fete with a six- 
a-side football competition. A cinema 
show every hour, at the hour, 3.30, Com- 

“mencement of tug-of-war competition, and 
start of children’s races. 4.15, Punch and 
Judy, and races for adults. 5.45. Ankle 

judging contest. 6.0. Knobbly knees 

“contest. 6.30. Speech by Alderman E. G. 
Gooch, M.P., with Prospective Parliamen- 

“tary Candidate Maynard Bennett in the 
Chair. 7.15. Demonstration of model air- 
craft flying. 7.30. Punch and Judy, 8.30. 

Football finals. 9.0. Presentation of 
prizes. 10.0, Firework display. 

This sign of Labour’s strength in such 
a rural area should be heartening to all 
those who occupy the ‘back seat’ position 
they once held themselves at Cirencester. 
It shows what determination and organi- 

tion can accomplish, 
Food luck, Cirericesree and Tewkesbury. I 
have my fingers crossed for your weather 
on the oth of the month. 

*Member of National 
Journalists. 
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E LIVE IN AN AGE of achievements. 

An age when claimants are continu- — 
ally coming forward to say, ‘I was the 
first ...’ Sometimes it can be a bore, such 
as the endless letters in the Press claiming 
te have heard the first cuckoo! 
But often we stumble across a little 
known fact and feel a thrill of pride at 
unearthing it. Such is the case with a 


‘letter I have found right at the top of a 


brand new file in Transport House. It is 
the file of donors to the £400,000 Fighting 
Fund launched at Blackpool. The news of 
that appeal was published on the morn- 
ing of June 8 and a few hours later dis- 
abled miner Tom Lawton—he has been 
stricken for more than 11 years—sat down 
to write a letter to Sir William Lawther, 
in which he said: 

‘All the money in the world would not 
compensate some of the men I have met 
and talked to during my incapacity, for 
their terrible suffering, and the joys of life 
they have lost in consequence of their 
accidents—but I thank God . . . that the 
new benefits have done away once and, I 
hope, for all with the, economic distress 
which has so often and for so long accom- 
panied the physical effects of accidents and 
diseases in the coal mining industry.’ 

And with his letter Tom enclosed the 
first contribution to be sent to the Fund. 
What a fine inspiration to the rest of us. 
Let’s take Tom Lawton, the ex-miner from 
Halmerend, Stoke-on-Trent, as our ideal. 
If Socialists everywhere measure up to his 
standards—and that will greatly depend 
on the enthusiasm of key workers—then 
we need not fear the financial aspects of 
the General Election. 


MANUAL ON FRANCHISES 
AND REGISTRATION 


On page 9 of the Annual Report of 
the N.E.C. to Conference, a statement 
appears that the above manual had 
been prepared and published. At the 
time the paragraph was written the 
manual was in draft, and it was antici- 
pated it would be available by the time 
the Report was circulated. 


In the interval a new comprehensive 
electoral consolidation bill has come 
before Parliament, and this has made 
it necessary to defer publication until 
the new bill should become law, and 
its provisions can be codified in the 
manual, It will now be several weeks 


before the booklet can appear. 


: 


pe WARM summer night in 1949 
will find you in the sheltered country- 
side of Southern England. Maybe you will 
quaff a pint or two at the “Hare and Billet’ 
Inn. As you tread softly homewards on 
the noiseless, hallowed turf of the church- 
yard, or pass at midnight the fast decay- 
ing Reformers’ tree, you may hear the 
‘cloppity-clop’ of hooves. The gentle dark- 
ness will be shattered by a raucous 
chuckle—the ghost of William Cobbett is 
enjoying a nocturnal rural ride. For it 
as on such a summer night that William 
Cobbett, Radical reformer, died near 
Guildford in 1835. ' 
Largely Neglected : 
The ghost of Cobbett may well be dis- 
posed to haunt the highways and hedge- 
rows of southern England because 
Labour’s Rural Crusaders will be abroad. 
To the little towns, villages, and hamlets 
which he immortalised in his ‘Rural 
Rides,’ and from whence he gathered 
material for his ‘Cottage Economies,’ will 
come the reformers of this atomic age. 
For more than two decades the Reformers’ 
tree, historic meeting place of Guildford’s 
citizens, has been largely neglected save 
by the Salvation Army. ‘Dick’ Acland, 
M.P., Horace King, and Vernon Wilkin- 
son will, from this historic spot, call for 
a re-dedication to the Cause of Socialism. 
Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Julian Snow, 
M.P., and miners from the Kent coalfields 
will launch the Southern Rural Crusade in 
a mighty demonstration at Dorking. 
Donald Bruce, M.P., and the Tadley 
Silver Prize Band will sound the call to 
action in Basingstoke’s Queen Mary’s 
School on Sunday, 3rd July. R. T. Paget, 
M.P., will speak to the people of Andover 
at the Guildhall on ist July, and there 
wili be loudspeaker tours to Clatford and 
Stockbridge. 


For generations the men of Over Wallop, 
Middle Wallop, and Nether Wallop have 


By FRANK SHEPHERD, Secretary of the Southern Re 
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made their own vigorous contribu 
cricketing history. To these famo 
ing villages will come on Saturd: 
July, Aidan Crawley, Member of 
ment, farmer, and county cricketer. — . 
Until the beginning of the century 
North Berkshire was almost feudal in out- 
look. Times have changed. Abingdon’s 
Corn Exchange will house a great demon 
stration addressed by Sir Hartley Shaw- 
cross, M.P., the Attorney General, on Sun- 
day 24th July. The atomic village of 
Harwell, the ancient Thamesside town of 
Wallingford, and the busy railway centre 
of Didcot, will be visited by Horace King 
and R. J. McCullough. - 


: z 
Labour’s message will be carried past 
the thousand years old yew tree in Ald- 
worth churchyard, on through the lush 
meadows of the Thames Valley to Pang- 
bourne and thence to Thatcham in the 
Kennett Valley. To the home of Miles 
Aircraft at Woodley, then to the ancient 
Borough of Wokingham and through the 
busy holiday-making streets of Maiden- 
head. By the beechwoods, skirting 
Winter’s Hill, across the white suspension 
bridge to Marlow, and over the chalk 
hills to High Wycombe. 


Ghost of Disraeli 

Methinks the ghost of Disraeli will haunt 
the ‘Red Lion’*on the night of Friday, 
29th July. The arrival of Labour’s 
Crusaders will remind him of that July 
evening in 1945 when John Haire, 
Wycombe’s first Labour Member of Par- 
liament spoke to the people from the inn’s_ 
balcony. On ride the Crusaders to Royal 
Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale, to a 
great Riverside Demonstration under the 
battlements of Windsor Castle where pre- 
bank holiday crowds will gather on 
Sunday, 30th July. 

The scene changes. The Crusade sets out 
across the vast escarpment of the Sussex 
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Downs. In the shadow of these lonely 
hills, which formed the very cradle of our 
trace, Walter Padley and other Labour 
Crusaders will talk’ to those who wrest 

their livelihood from the soil. How truly 

_ tural these place names sound—Fernhurst, 

_ Wisborough Green, Billingshurst, Cowfold, 
_ Henfield, Amberley, Arundel (citadel of 
"the Duke of Norfolk), Chichester, with its 
F lovely cathedral spire; Selsey Bill where 
_ sea and wind combine to stunt the trees 
| i herbage of this bleak foreland. 


_ When the mists of autumn sweep down 
on Romney Marsh, when tales of ancient 
; smuggling | escapades are told and re-told 
_ in the bar of the ‘Ship Inn’ at Dymchurch, 
when the ghost of Dr. Syn is haunting 
_ the sea wall or hiding behind a crumbling 
_ Martello tower, a new invasion of Romney 
will be launched. Although nearly fifty 
ears have elapsed since the Labour 
‘Party was born, there has yet to be a 
public Labour meeting in this ancient 
' Cinque port. Labour Crusaders will 
_ remedy this omission. 
Turn back the pages of our rural scrap- 
_ book. Mafeking has just been celebrated, 
the aged “Widow of Windsor’ is still upon 
the throne. 
_ country made great by the grace of God 
and Victoria, we meet a farm labourer. 
At forty he is stiff of limbs and gait, his 
face is lined by heavy years. His wages 
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To be well-informed, you 
must read... 
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In the rustic lane of a. 
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have never been more than two shillings a 
day; indeed, many a man with eight or 
nine children receives only eleven shillings 
a week for daily work from dawn to dusk. 
The elder son of our farm labourer is also 
engaged upon the land. He is but a lad, 
and his» wager—‘Sixpence a day with 
thirty shillings at Michaelmas,’ 

Now forward to 1949! A new spirit of 
independence has surged across the 
countryside.. A quiet revolution is 
changing the face of rural England. Farm 
workers are honoured members of the com- 


munity. They are proud to be organised | 


within the Unions, and welcome an oppor- 


‘utnity of hearing Labour’s case. 


If patience is a virtue, then countryfolk 

are indeed virtuous. 
and wait four years to cut it, they are not 
surprised that a brave new world has not 
been born overnight. Their association 
with living things has taught them that 
the fullness of harvest can only be 
achieved by toil and travail. To these 
grand people in market place, on village 
green, in country pub,-and in the harvest 
field, the Southern Regional Council, 
through the medium of literature, indoor 
and outdoor meetings, wayside conversa- 
tions with villagers and townsfolk, will 
bring a story of Labour’s achievements 
since 1945 and blaze a trail for further 
Labour victories in 1950. 
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SOME WISE WORDS FROM ‘BLOWER’ AND ‘TREBREH 


Advice On Telephone Technique 
And Office Routine # — 


wuz A BLESSING the telephone is. 
Indeed, we have become so used to it 
that it is difficult for us to realise how 
people ever carried on without it. No 
longer have we to depend on the post and, 
in cases of great urgency, on the telegraph 
_as our: chief means of communication. 
Now, by merely dialling a number on a 
handset, we can get into immediate touch 
with most of those with whom we have 
business. 

Like many modern inventions, however, 
the telephone can be a curse as well as a 
blessing. One’s whole work schedule can 
be reduced to a farce by a constant stream 
of calls; misunderstood phone messages 
give rise to numerous mistakes; and those 
who use the phone overmuch tend to be 
generally slipshod in their work, 

For Party officers in the Metropolitan area 
the obvious thing to do about a query 
that requires answering is to ring Head 
Office so as to have the matter settled at 
once. But this is not necessarily the most 
efficient way of handling the matter, from 
the standpoint of Head Office anyway. 
Work Must Wait 


It isn’t unlikely that the person receiving 
the call is involved in some intricate job 
from which he has to tear himself to 
answer the query. The result may well 
be that he gives an answer which if he 
had time for reflection he would not have 
given. More important than that, the job 
he has “been doing has to wait until the 
phone call has been disposed of, and many 
jobs cannot be carried through efficiently 
if they are constantly interrupted. 

(Any deficiencies of this article can be 
attributed to the many interruptions the 
writer has suffered since he started to 
write it.) 

Moreover, if one has to answer telephone 
calls it isn’t possible to deal with the 
correspondence that comes from those too 
far away from Head Office to make a 
telephone call an economical proposition— 
and jumping the queue is a form of 
behaviour that does not commend itself to 
Socialists. 

Even when a call is regarded as essential 
it is often necessary to confirm what has 
passed over the telephone. Only the other 
day it was reported that a Party had 
printed a large number of leaflets adver- 
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tising a meeting before it was discovere 

that the hall advertised was not available 
The Secretary had ’phoned the propriet 
about its availability and finding it vaca 
for that night booked it. The proprietor 
expected to receive a confirmation of the 
booking by writing and as this did not 
come to hand assumed that the telephone 
call was only an enquiry and that it was 
not intended to make a firm booking. In- 
numerable stories of the same kind can be 
told of nearly all parties. 

Two simple rules should govern the us€ 
of the telephone: (1) First ask, ‘Is my call 
really necessary, or would it not be bettes 
to write instead of phoning?’ (2) Confirm 
every telephone message in wri 
immediately after the call—‘BLOWER. 


OME of our Agents’ ‘dens’ are a joy t 
\ visit and reflect credit on their busines: 
acumen but, and here comes the rub 
some are the exact opposite. 

Maybe it is just for the want of though 
—or carelessness—but really there is ne 
excuse for a bad set-up, however small th 
accommodation available might be. 

The Agent should have some imagina 
tion in order to make his or her office ; 
place with a businesslike air about it s 
that any visitor is made to feel that th 
matter on which they have called will b 
dealt with by all the efficiency of | 
business organisation. 

In short the office should be an Agent’ 
pride. After all many kinds of peopl 
call, officers, members and the gener 
public, and each will go away impresse 
with the efficiency and ability shown. 

An agent’s output must inevitably suffe 
if there exists apparent chaos, for his jo 
demands an office with a business-like ai 
about it. I sometimes wonder how o 
earth some Agents manage to get throug 
their work. Why not feel happier in su 
roundings which give a sense of cleanl 
ness and neatness. It’s not so very har 


Shake It Up! 

Give the office a shake-up now and agai 

Change the furniture round occasionall 

file away much of the matter which litte 

the desk or, if of no value, put it into th 

W.P.B. Replace that dirty piece of blo 
(Continued on page 12) 


LIGHTER PAGE 


‘HE EDITOR SAys ‘Fill a page on some 
aspect of Organisation.’ ‘That’s 
enough about organisation,’ I reply. Two 
months’ slogging at local elections, and 
getting ready for the Annual Conference 
“makes me fed up with the very word. 
_ What is it all for anyway? Where is the 
sense of all this argy-bargy about housing 
and sewage, beer and baccy prices, too 
“many atom bombs and too little Argentine 
scrag-end? 

We don’t bother our heads much nowa- 

days about the philosophy and ethics of 
our Socialism, and it is with welcome 
relief, and a slight jab of conscience, that 
‘we turn to some of our local journals 
which still gives space to the minor 
prophets. 
_ Are we out for ‘a pig’ bucket materialist 
‘community, eating well, sleeping well, and 
+ -.+ getting fat?’ asks Francis Andrews in 
the Northern Voice group of papers. For 
‘Many years, every month, he has been 
calling his fellow Socialists to dwell more 
‘on their ends—though not less on the 
means. ‘When men and women have won 
their bread, built their houses and made 
life fundamentally secure, the finer work 
will begin.’ Security, to him, is ‘the base 
camp for advance in science, in concep- 
tion, and in fellowship.’ 


Inherent Dignity 

Francis Andrews believes in, people— 
ordinary working folk—and in what they 
may become. ‘Two score years he has 
been a pioneer for workers’ control, not as 
a scheme for procuring higher industrial 
efficiency, but as a symbol and expression 
of the inherent dignity and _ possibilities 
of ‘the likes of us.’ This was_axiomatic 
to the old Socialist; it gave a sense of 
purpose which put pep into his punch. 
Katharine Bruce Glasier, ‘the grand- 
mother of the Movement’ (in the same 
jeurnals), with her placid but poignant 
reminiscences, still keeps alive the glowing 
flame of the poetic seers of earlier times— 
her late husband, Bruce Glasier; Edward 
Carpenter; William Morris; and the many 
lesser known souls who fought the fight 
when the going was not so easy; who 
pondered more on the ‘why’—perhaps 
because the ‘how’ could only be seen 
through a glass darkly. She feels, and 


A Reminiscent Veteran 


HAROLD WRATTEN calls for more Socialist Philosophy in our Locals 


makes you feel, that Socialism is really 
more vitally important than to-morrow’s 
corned beef ration. Sentimental? Maybe, 
but still vividly alive in her faith, in spite 
of her eighty years. We moderns should 
read her—not as ‘history’—but as a tonic 
and spur to further effort. 


Would Do No Harm 

Picking up the Leeds Weekly Citizen, | 
always look to see whether Joe Thornton 
is saying his piece. He still believes in 
the Socialist precepts which he learnt and 
taught in the Socialist Sunday School 
forty-odd years ago! So deliciously quaint 
and old-fashioned, you think. But even 
the most hard-boiled League of Youther 
might get a new angle, and new 
enthusiasm by reading him. 

Others there are, but it would do no 
harm if there were more—and greater 
facilities for broadcasting this spirit of 
‘faith and hope though the heavens fall.” 


THE “SAVETIME” 
CANVASS BOOK 


(Copyright) 


Adopted by many Labour Agents 
as the ideal system. 


SAVES WRITING UP 


AVOIDS POSSIBILITY OF 
ERRORS 


ENORMOUS TIME-SAVER 
EASIER CHECKING 


Also WALL MARKING-OFF 
SHEETS 


Send for Samples 


Edwards & Bryning Ltd. 


ROCHDALE (Phone 2148) 
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A Great 


twenties, Women’s Sections of the 
Labour Party were organised at an 
amazing pace in Durham County and, 
among the many women then ‘roped in’ 
to Party activity and Party responsibility, 
I found myself a Women’s Section Secre- 
tary. — 

Lilian Anderson Fenn was then Woman 
Organiser in this Northern Area and it 
must have given her great joy to watch 
the results of her hard work because it was 
then that the Durham County organisation 
of Labour women took shape. As a mem- 
ber of the Durham Labour Women’s 
Advisory Council of those days, I remem- 
ber how at each Council meeting we 
learned of more and more sections being 
formed, learned of some of their difficulties 
and planned activities, but always on a 
basis suited to the County strength, 


First Discussed 


At first mainly County Conferences and 
Day Schools were arranged, but after a 
period of this very intensive work, actually 
in 1922, was the first serious discussion on 
Durham Women’s Gala. It was thoroughly 
discussed and plans were always made 
with eyes on the then strength of the 
organisation, 
At the Annual Conference, September, 
oan the proposed Women’s Gala was on 
e agenda. Lilian Fenn enthused those 
present by describing to that conference 
what could be done if every section deter- 
mined on success. 
There were proposals for banners and 
bands, and if there were to be banners 
they were to be either bought or made, so 
money raising had to be discussed, Then, 
as an integral part of the Labour Party, 
obviously the parties must be in this great 
venture, so they were asked to help to 
provide bands. Their response then, and 
to this day after twenty-six years, has 
been magnificent. Thus Durham Labour 
women made their preparations carefully 
and thoroughly to demonstrate to all their 


real strength and their pride in their 
Party, 
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~ DURHAM LABOUR WOI 


i ip wea 1919 and the early nineteen- 


Wharton Park in June 1923. At Advisor 
Council meetings there had been talk o 
thousands (Séctions were still being) 
formed), but perhaps we all wonderee 
about those thousands. There were 
detailed instructions about stewards, chie# 
stewards, procession and chief marshal 
etc., and here it is most appropriate to pa 
tribute to the Durham Labour agents for 
their magnificent help and guidance, 


by Margaret ¢ 


@ The Northern Region 
to one of the most: 
movement. She tra 
Gala in 1923 to this 


Flawless organisatior 
but also the willing 

Mrs. Gibb, are easie 
where else in the wo 


Alderman Joe Foster started in 1923 a: 
Chief Marshal. He has done that job or 
every subsequent occasion. What we ow 
to men like him is immeasurable, 

The first procession in 1923 marchec 
through Durham City’s narrow, windin; 
streets from Elvet to Wharton Park led 
among others, by the late Dr. Marios 
Phillips and with every Divisional con 
tingent’s own M.P. or Parliamentar 
candidate. 

Those present at the first Gala includes 
the present Chief Whip, Rt. Hon. Wm 
Whiteley, M.P. (Blaydon); Rt, Hon. Jacl 
Lawson, M.P. (Chester-le-Street); Ald. ] 
Ritson, then M.P., Durham Division; th 
late Baron Passfield, then M.P. for Sea 


ve 


ALLY FOR THE 2tsr TIME 


t 


“ham Division; the late Robert Richardson, 
_ thén M.P., Houghton-le-Spring; the late 
_ Joe Baty, then M.P., Spennymoor, and 
many others. 
Busy along with Ald. Joe Foster were 
Jack Gilliland (Agent—Chester-le-Street), 
_and his wife, Secretary to this growing 
- organisation; the late Jack Cape (Agent— 
Spennymoor), and Harry Bainbridge 
_ (Agent—Houghton). 
_ The day was fine, the procession digni- 
_-fied, colourful, and numerically strong 
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ganiser describes the background 
| famous, gatherings within the 
nings from the time of the first 
g of age’ event at Elvet. 


only hard work by the organisers 
of thousands of women who, says 
* to get into procession than any- 


enough to surprise everyone. To get 
money for this growing county organisa- 
tion there was also a Sale of Work which 
ultimately realised for the funds over {100, 
This made a basis on which much valuable 
work was done in schools, etc., at a later 
date. « 

So Durham Labour Women’s Gala began, 
first thoroughly discussed in 1922 with the 
representatives of the sections that were to 
make a success, and carried out in June, 
1923. 

ce then the Annual Gala has been 
held every year except 1940 to 1945 when 
such activity was prohibited. Once the 
Gala was held on Durham City Race 
Course, twice in Sunderland, once in 


South Shields, but all other years the 
venue has been Wharton Park, Durham 
City, which is a perfect setting for our 
assembly. Almost every well - known 
Labour speaker has taken his or her place 
on our platform, and many must have 
marvelled as they stood watching the 
almost unending incoming stream of 
women processionists, putting down their 
banners and taking their places for the © 
meeting. 


Presentation Banner 


In 1931 the late Dr. Marion Phillips, then 
M.P. for Sunderland, presented to Durham 
Labour Women a very beautiful pennon 
banner in green and white bearing the 
words “Durham Labour Women.” Since 
1931 this has been carried at the head of 
the procession by the Advisory Council 
Secretary, Coun. Mrs. T. Todd, M.B.E., 
J.P., but this year it will be carried by 
Coun, Miss Lydia Hill who, in February 
of this year was elected Secretary to 
succeed Mrs, Todd, 


Each year the place of the Gala is 
selected by vote at the Annual Conference 
and the speakers are determined by postal 
ballot before Christmas of the previous 
year. 

The 1946 event was very important 
because there had been no such assembly 
since 1939—there had been changing per- 
sonnel and many younger members had 
never been to a gala. What would their 
attitude be? Our chief speakers were the 
late Rt. Hon. Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., Miss 
Jennie Lee, M.P., and Miss Mary E, 
Sutherland, J.P. There was a downpour 
of rain all the morning. Depression sat 
heavy on many of us who realised so much 
would turn on how the Gala picked up 
after these blank years. 

We need not have worried. Thousands 
must have left their villages in torrents of 
rain, but still they came. As the pro- 
cession assembled the rain cleared and 
fine weather prevailed for our march to 
the park. After the meeting the rain 
started again, Perhaps it is daring to 
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state this, but never yet has there been 
a wet gala day, ra 

The 1947 Gala had as its Chief Speaker 
the Rt. Hon. Clement Attlee, M.P., Prime 
Minister. More than ever were the streets 


packed with cheering crowds — in the 


course of years it is worth noting Durham 
Labour Women’s procession has reached 
a status requiring the stopping of all 
traffic through the city for a matter of 
an hour or so—and the police service to 
-us is excellent. 


Three Speakers 

Last year, our speakers were the Rt. Hon. 
Emanuel Shinwell, M.P., and the Rt. 
Hon, Hugh Dalton, M.P.. This year the 
chief speakers are the Rt. Hon. Aneurin 
Bevan, M.P., and Miss Jennie Lee, M.P. 
The Chief Woman Officer is always one 
of the three speakers. 

And now a word on the Durham miners’ 
organisation, whose help to the Advisory 
Council is beyond description. There are 
a hundred and one things, large and small, 
to be remembered and attended to for 
gala success and whatever it is that is 
asked Durham miners have never failed us 
in anything, large or small, and they 
always have fraternal delegates in our pro- 
cession and on our platform. 

Though thousands take part in this pro- 
cession, nowhere in the world are women 
easier and quicker to get into their places 
and move off. They cheerfully obey Joe 
Foster, who places the bands, etc. These 
usually number ro or 11 (and even then 
there’s always a complaint afterwards that 
some part of the procession could not hear 
any music), Banners number from 120 
to 140, for as well as Section banners 
there are Federation banners and up to 
1939 there were also peace strips\in green 
and white. 


Procession Order 


So, on Saturday, 2nd July, for the twenty- 
first time in their history, Durham Labour 
women will assemble in Elvet at 1 p.m. 
They will obey Joe Foster as Chief 
Marshal and move off at 1.30 headed by 
the Advisory Council Officers: Mrs. Irene 
McManners, Chairman; Coun, Miss Evelyn 
Blacklock, Vice-Chairman; Miss Lydia 
Hill, Secretary (carrying the pennon banner 
presented by the late Dr. Marion Phillips); 
County Coun. Mrs. E, Gleadhill, J.P., 
Financial Secretary and Mrs, E. Robson, 
Treasurer. Then the chief guest speakers 
followed by fraternal delegates from 
Northern Regional Council of the Labour 
Party, Durham Miners, Durham County 


- expected to walk with the women of his 
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Council Labour Group, Durham Fed 
of Labour Parties, Cleveland, Cumbe: 
and Northumberland Labour Wom«e 
Advisory Councils, There are now Labour 


M.P.s for every. Division and each M.P. is 


Division and then take his seat on th 
platform, a | 
There are mighty preparations in many~ 
villages on the day preceding the Gala— 
in some places the band plays the women 
out—for this is part of Durham County 
way of life. It is natural to so great a 
part of this county organisation that it_was 
supremely wise in those early ’twenties to 
start it. Other areas will do other things, 
according to their make up. This is 
Durham Labour women’s special line, and 
many of the thousands of women who 
take their place in the procession this 
year will be able to say, and with pride, 
that they have never yet missed a Gala— 
and many add ‘I’ve never yet managed to 
get a seat.’ Chairs are always brought 
from near and far (thanks to Durham 
Miners), but always the masses have to 
stand uniess the ground is dry. : 


Inspiring Sight i 
It is a moving and inspiring sight to gaze 
on that assembly and see in the faces of 
those assembled pride in the Party and 
Faith in their great cause. It’s a moving 
and inspiring experience to hear the sing- 
ing of the Labour Songs. It’s grand to 
share their joy that times in this County 
are better than they have ever been, And 
these miners’ wives are appreciative for 
they know the difference between to-day 
and the ghastly cruel thirties, Renewed 
in this faith by their meeting together 
in tremendous strength they will return 
to their homes tired but satisfied. 


(Continued from page 8) 

ting paper; see that an ash-tray is avail- 
able and suitable trays for correspondence 
are on the desk; then clean up the ink- 
wells and have an eraser, pens, and pencils, 
close to hand, 

Remember that there should be a place 
for everything so that you can immedi- 
ately find what is required. Never delay 
answering correspondence. Keep “up to 
date in all you do, and make everyone 
realise that you are taking a pride in both 
your office and your job. 

This will help to breed confidence in 
your efficiency and ability, and when 
you obtain this you will both deserve and 
earn the general commendation that 
‘Our Agent is the Goods.’—_TREBREH. 


f OR BETTER ORGANISATION 


We Need a Combined Operation 


By GEOFFREY BING, M.P. 


iE BLACKPOOL CONFERENCE raised the 
_ 4 question whether we M.P.s do anything 
| ics enough to get to know and to help the 
Party Agents. Because Transport House 
‘machinery, backed by the Regional Offices, 
works so smoothly we, as Members, are 
apt to lose sight of the very real problems 
of the Agent and of the Honorary Secre- 
) in the Constituency. Before the 
General Election should we not get 
together—H.Q. and Regional Staffs, Mem- 
bers and Agents, Candidates and Honorary 
Secretaries—for a discussion on mutual 
problems? 
_ The question is not that M. P.s are not in 


‘constant touch with the Agent in their ~ 


own constituency but that his knowledge 
‘of the Agent’s work is generally restricted 
to his own Borough or Division. Not only 
‘in important marginal constituencies, 
which at the moment are not represented 
by a Labour Member, is there no adequate 
machinery for an Agent to get in touch 
‘with individual Members, but above all, 
there is no effective method by which 
Agents can, as a body, put their views 
before Members. 


Disadvantageous 


At is impossible even at Conference. The 
Agents’ Union as such is not represented 
and while Members of Parliament who 
attend ex officio can, and very often do, 
join in debate, Agents attending ex officio 
‘cannot participate even in organisational 
‘discussion. If more Constituency delegates 
could be made to see how disadvantageous 
this is, I think the Conference Rules would 
be altered. But even so this would only 
‘touch the fringe of the problem. 

A Conference such as I suggest would not 
only serve to explain the Agent’s work and 
his importance but it might also be used 
to discuss co-operation in solving the four 


other problems which in my view are the. 


key to the coming election. 

(1) How to carry on vigorous socialist 
propaganda in every constituency, (2) How 
‘best to recruit active Party members who 
will work in Local as well as in General 
Elections. (3) How to raise funds to pay 
for elections and to maintain the Party 
machine, (4) How to build up an election 
system which is capable of pulling out 
every vote. 

My experience as a Member of Parlia- 
ment is that outside my own constituency 
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practically the only propaganda work I am 
asked to do is to speak at indoor meetings. 
I would certainly like to have Agents’ and 
Secretaries’ views on other possibilities. 
How far is a loudspeaker tour of shopping 
crowds or of rural villages of value? Should 
there be a scheme by which constituencies 
which have no Labour Member could 
approach M.P.s from other areas to take up 
particular constituency problems? Many 
Members run a ‘surgery.’. Could these be 
extended to include areas where there is no 
Labour Member? 


How can the Member of Parliament help 
in a membership drive? Would it be 
feasible to get say two or three Members 
to lead a canvass in a non-Labour constitu- 
ency? 


Member Must Understand 


How far can the Member help or, to put it 
in another way, how far should the 
Member be allowed to interfere, with the 
actual Party machine? In constituencies 
where there is a full-time Agent the 
election system must obviously be his 
exclusive responsibility but it is essential 
we Members should understand it, if only 
so that we are able to encourage and help 
to recruit the many workers needed to run 
it. But if election organisation is to go 
smoothly the Member must understand the 
limitations imposed by cost and by the 
time taken in printing and distribution 
which themselves control the issue of last- 
minute replies or appeals to particular 
classes of electors. Most Members, I sup- 
pose, secretly feel that when their bright 
ideas-‘on such points are turned down it is 
due to their Agent’s conservative outlook. 
Such discussion of machinery by Members, 
Candidates, and Agents would, prior to the 
election, make clear what is in fact physi- 
cally possible during a contest. 


It is perhaps too ambitious to suppose 
that we should hold a National Con- 
ference or school to study these questions 
though something of the sort might be 
combined with Annual Conference, but 
might it not be possible to begin in an 
experimental way on a Regional basis? 
This, however, is merely a suggestion. 
There is only one®point upon which I 
would insist; we must somehow bring 
Agents, Honorary Secretaries, Candidates, 
and Members much closer together. 
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- Cheddleton Saved Staffordshire 


By REG UNDERHILL, West Midlands Regional Organiser 


F™ IN STAFFORDSHIRE, never mind the 
rest of the country, have heard of 
Cheddleton; yet that area made history on 
zoth May. But, first, let me give the back- 
ground of the story. : 

The recent county elections found us 
short of one vital vote to secure re-election 
of Labour aldermen on whom our slender 
majority depended. Five by-elections were 
caused and if the Conservative Indepen- 
dent group held all five seats they would 
have recaptured control. There would be 
43, Labour members against 46, but we 
could rely on general support of three ot 
four unattached members making 46 
Labour against 47. - 

We had to gain at least one seat, yet 
never before have any of the five been won 
by Labour. The other side had picked the 
contests carefully and the position looked 
dismal. 

It was decided to contest four of the five 
seats including one not fought on April 
5. Our best chance apeared to be Cheddle- 
ton, a widespread rural area with sub- 
stantial pockets of a difficult residential 
character and two others with mainly 
mining populations, Our task was diffi- 
cult. On April 5 the figures were: Inde- 
pendent 1,826, Labour 989. 

Looked Hopeless 


It looked hopeless, but some of us were 
certaim it presented a fighting chance. We 
knew our April poll was well below our 
full strength. There was little activity and 
organisation in that contest, with almost 
an absence of polling day machinery. 
What was our aim? ‘To make the cam- 
paign live and to inspire a feeling of 
urgency and confidence amongst the 
Labour supporters in order to poll every 
possible vote, 

The fight needed the finest possible can- 
didate. In this we were fortunate in 
having in the area Mr. J, H. Aberley, a 
farmer with 33 years N.F.U. membership 
and 18 years a member of Cheadle Rural 
District Council, A Party member for 
three years, his sympathy for the Party 
over a long period was well known. 

He readily, accepted the invitation to 
stand as official Labour candidate. He 
could be relied upon to secure the fullest 
confidence of the Labour electors and to 
exert a personal pull particularly in the 
difficult area around Cheddleton itself. 


‘date. Two-colour window cards incor 


The campaign had to inspire and it’ 
to be organised. A small round- 
conference was held attended by full-tin 
agents and other key-workers in North 
Staffordshire. Whereas only an election 
address was issued in April, this time & 
two-colour address was distributed togeth 
with a special leaflet boosting the cand 


porating the candidate’s photo were 
printed and~special posters widely dis+ 
played. A number of meetings were 
carried through with the object of demon- 
strating the importance of the contest! 
Colleagues in neighbouring Stoke under- 
took most of the writing, leaving loca 
members to carry through the distribution 
and to conduct a canvass. This canvass 
was not 100 per cent., but our solid areas 
were well combed. Polling day organisa- 
tion was carefully planned. Four Com- 
mittee Rooms to be well staffed all day) 
one other from late afternoon, and in twa 
other parishes contact points were 
arranged. 


Co-op’s Valuable Help 


A visitor to the areas would have found 
in charge the full-time Burslem Co-opera- 
tive Education Secretary, the full-time 
agent of Newcastle-under-Lyme, the full 
time agent of Stoke (Central), and the 
part-time agent of Stoke (North). I musi 
also mention the valuable work given al. 
day by the Co-operative Party’s full-time 
national organisation for the area. Al 
these brought some grand workers witt 
them. It was a fight for the cause, not for 
a single area or for a particular individual 

The Leek Constituency Agent, Joh 
Smith, and Councillor Will Powe (0: 
Stoke), the previous agent, were free t 
tie up the polling-day arrangements, whils 
the Member, Harold Davies, and mysel 
toured the area ensuring that all was ready 
for the fina] drive. 

Response for cars was good. Although 
as usual, greatly outnumbered by th 
other side we had a few all day, with eacl 
parish having its quota in the last hours 
A loudspeakr concentrated mainly upo! 
our Labour areas. 

Our people’s enthusiasm was high. Vic 
tory was the only thought. The knockin; 
up was carried through splendidly in th 
closing stages and it was clear that the tw 
strong areas were polling heavily. 
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fate had to poll at two different points, 
each some three miles away. These were 
ot forgotten and three cars with just one 

and local contact knocking up got them 
ail the poll. This was important as will 
e seen. ‘ 
‘It would be foolish for me to claim a 
100 per cent. organisation. But—com- 
pared with anything in the area outside 
a general election—it was grand and in 
comparison with April it was magnificent. 
‘We stimulated our people, and so in the 
closing hours were able to get every 
possible Labour vote to the poll. To the 
consternation and amazement of our 
opponents, whilst they increased their vote 
to 1,945, the Labour poll more than 
doubled at 1,998—-giving a majority of 53. 
Staffordshire is saved from the Tories. 
Thanks are due to those people outside the 
constituency who so much contributed to 


this grand victory. 


Tom Roper 


| The passing of a Comrade is always 
' a sad occasion, writes J. T. 
Baxter. It is particularly so when 
_ he has given such a sterling service 
to the Movement, as did Tom 
- Roper, late Nottingham Secretary- 
Organiser, whose death has left a 
‘gap it will be hard to fill. I shall 
always remember him for his forth- 
| rightness and bluntness of opinion 
—two characteristics that earned 
him the friendship and respect of 
ail he came into contact with. 
Born in Walsall, Tom spent most 
of his life in the Nottingham area. 
He was a miner at’ Wollaton 
Colliery—where he will be remem- 
bered as the Lodge Secretary— 
before he took up an appointment 
at Nottingham East in 1926 and 
then at Nottingham Borough in 
1930. 
: He experience of Local Government 
was well known, A Nottingham 
City Councillor he was Chairman 
of the Watch Committee and a 
member of the old Board of 
Guardians—and a short while ago 
he was honoured with the O.B.E. 
_for his numerous services to the 
_ community. We shall miss Tom at 
_ Agents’ Union Conferences and par- 
ticularly on the East Midlands 
His memory will live 


About 60 supporters in a new housing — 


Edwinstowe’s May D 


‘ 
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We make no apologies for reporting a 
two-month-old event. The sincerity of 
this simple story is such that its theme 
will always remain topical and of interest 
to those who plan similar functions. 

N THESE DAYS when many constituencies 
I are claiming that the Party has lost the 
evangelical faith of the pioneering days it 
is refreshing to relate how a small mining 
village in Nottinghamshire celebrated May 
Day. The village is Edwinstowe—an area 
which recorded a remarkable victory in 
the County Council elections when a 
miner’s wife gave a sound beating to a 
titled Conservative. 

The first task of the local organisers was 
to arouse interest and to this end a suc- 
cessful social and dance was held with, as 
its highlight, the selection of a May 
Queen and retinue. 

Around this group was planned a proces- 
sion. Lorries were needed and here a 
miracle was performed when a coal lorry 
was cleaned, whitewashed, and transformed 
into a bower of floral beauty in the space 
of a few hours. Then followed fancy dress 
parades, decorated cycles, and all the 
colourful accessories that go to create the 
carnival atmosphere. 

Political Value ‘ 

Propaganda wasn’t forgotten. Prizes were 
given to those who added to the political 
value of the pageant. The ‘Children’s 
Class’ in this section was really fine. One 
little girl, dressed as an old lady, carried 
a large pension book with the slogan, ‘Look . 
what Labour has done for the aged.’ Be- 
hind her came a couple of tots pushing a 
pram, filled with four dolls, and bearing 
the statement, ‘15s. a week Family Allow- 
ances under a Labour Government.’ Then 
there was the little boy, shrouded in a 
contraption resembling the Old Village 
Pump, who wore a mournful expression 
and carried the slogan, ‘Out of work now 
Labour is bringing pure piped water to 
the village.’ 

Led by band and banners round the 
village the procession finally reached the 
school playing pitch where sports were 
held, brief speeches made, and then tea 
with home-made pastries served by the 
Women’s Section. 

If every area would tackle their problems 
like these stalwarts of the Newark Divi- 
sion we should be well on the way to 
making a certainty of the next General 
Election. Everyone, Party officers, bands- 
men, mothers and children, set out to 
make the effort a huge success, and suc- 
ceeded. 
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OUR LEGAL EXPERT : a ‘ ’ 
_ @ . 2s » = 
Registration of Electors 
Te autumn register of electors now being prepared is the first one under the 4 
of 1948 and the special dates for it are—Qualifying date: June roth; E 
Lists: On or before July 30th; Publication of the Register: October 15th. rvs > 

The Residence Qualification: A person who is a British subject (or citizen of 
Eire) of full age and not having a legal incapacity, and who was resident on the 
qualifying date in an area of a constituency is entitled to be registered for the parlia- 
mentary vote for the constituency and for the council area for the local government 
vote, ! 

~The Non-Resident Qualifications: If the person is occupying, as owner or tenant, 
any rateable land or premises of yearly value of not less than {10 in a council area 
other than that where he has residence, he or she is entitled to be registered as a non- 
resident elector for that area, for local elections only. ¥ 

In Scotland the wording is ‘if he is the owner or occupier as tenant of any lands or 
heritages within the area which are of the yearly value of not less than {10 and in 
respect of which rates are payable.’ : 

The Procedure: The procedure of registration has reverted to that in vogue before 
the war. The R.O. is required to have a house-to-house or other sufficient inquiry made 
as to persons to be registered (excluding Service persons). This has been taking place 
and householders have been filling in on Form A the names of the adults resident in 
their homes in reference to the qualifying date of June roth. Occupiers of lands and 
premises have been returning Form B on account of non-resident properties. 

The Electoral Lists: The Lists are to be published on or before July 30th. List 
A—copy of the register in force. List B—newly-qualified electors. List C—ceased to be 

ualified. 

: The Lists are displayed or are available for inspection at the R.O.’s Offices, and 
usually at post offices. Four copies of the Lists can be obtained free from the R.O. 
by the Agent or Secretary of a constituency party by the provisions of Regulations 
R.P. 1949, No. 327, Regulation 18. 

Claims: Where the names of persons have been omitted in the Lists, claims can 
be made up to August 13th, on Form O. A supply of these forms should be obtained 
from the R.O. by secretaries of parties. | 

Objections: Form P. is used for making any objection up to August 13th. 

What Local Parties should do: It is most important that the names of all Labour 
supporters should be got on to the Register. A small Registration Committee should 
be appointed in every ward of larger parties and in every small party. The free Electoral 
Lists obtained by the Agent or Secretary should be available for the use of these 
committees. They can enlist the services of members in roads or streets of their areas 
to have appropriate pages and to check up as far as may be possible, whether all 
adult residents of their own street or road are on the List. 

Where there is omission of names, calls should be made and forms taken to the 
person and help given to them to fill in correctly the simple Claim Form O. At any 
public meetings, and on leaflets, mention should be made of the present opportunities 
to get registered for the vote. In these and other ways the parties will be doing a 
service to people which will be appreciated, and the parties will benefit. 

Service Votes: Families who have children in the Forces should be pressed to mention 
in their letters to sons and daughters that, if they have not previously done so, they 
should get a ‘Declaration Form’ J for registration as a Service Voter, at their unit o1 
ship. The form is simple to fill in. Though in some cases the declarations may 
arrive too late for this Register, it will ensure the names are included in the spring 
register. 

Merchant Seamen: On the Form A which has been, or is being, filled in by house. 
holders there is a space in which can be written ‘MLS.’ if the person is a Merchant 
Seaman or seawoman. A form for the appointment of a proxy will automatically be 
sent by the R.O, to such person unless a proxy appointment is in force. 

Civilian Absent Voters: The application for these can be made at any time up te 
an election so at the moment the essential thing is to get the names on to the register 
The application by Form Q for inclusion of the name on the Absent Voters List car 
then be made subsequently. Civilian Electors who may be abroad or at sea at the 
time of an election can apply for a proxy vote, but in most cases their possible absence 
would not be evident till near an election. 
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UNION NOTES ~ 
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Our Conference W 


- 


ent Very Well 


Says L. H. M. HILLIARD, General Secretary Agents’ Union 


) A LL OF us, I am sure, have come away 
é from Blackpool invigorated and re- 
inspired, fortified by the renewal of old 
friendships and discussion on common 
problems. Our own conference, I thought, 
went very well, with members tackling the 
Executive Committee’s report with a sense 
of responsibility. ; 

_ We were pleased to see Stephen Smith, 
General Secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Professional Workers, who brought 
us fraternal greetings from this organisa- 
tion and welcomed, once again, ‘Dick’ 
Windle, who indicated the progress that 
had been made in connection with the 
Union’s scheme for the training and 
recruitment of future party agents, 

_We were, I think, all impressed to learn 
that the N.E.C. were not only prepared to 
accept part of the financial responsibility 
involved, as had been suggested. but were, 


in fact, prepared in special cases to accept 
almost the whole. 
Referred Back 


Two sections of the report, those dealing 
with ‘Appointments to Head Office Staff’ 
and ‘Special Facilities for Meetings’ were 
sent back to the E.C. for reconsideration, 
although it was made clear that they were 
only statements of fact and that the E.C. 
was prepared to reconsider the matters in 
the light of discussion. However, it’s only 
fair that members should ‘have a crack’ 
at the platform, and on the whole I feel 
that the Conference and the E.C. were, in 
fact, in agreement in principle on the 
issues involved. 


The Resolution 
The resolution from S. Wales, calling for 
the granting of full ‘ex-officio delegate’ 
status to agents attending conference 
other than as C.L.P. delegates, was carried 
without much discussion and it now 
remains to see what further action can be 
taken in the matter. The E.C. indicated 
that it was prepared to accept the London 
Resolution dealing with graduated salary 
scales while the further resolution from 
this district on a probationary period of 
service was, with the consent of the con- 
ference and on the advice of the E.C., 
withdrawn. 

The E.C. amendment to the S, Wales 
motion on the pooling of fares was carried 
and the motion now calls upon the E.C. 
to urge Constituency Parties to appreciate 


the desirability of sending their full-time 
officer to Conference, in an ex-officio 
capacity, in addition to the party delegate, 

I think most responsible parties would 
appreciate the logic of such a proceeding 
if local circumstances permit and those 
who have experience of local government 
work will know that the principle works 
well with a responsible official attending 
Municipal Conferences in addition to the 
Chairman of Committee, or such other 
elected representative, as the Council may 
appoint. 

Finally, the Lancashire and Cheshire 
amendment to the motion from S. Wales, 
calling for the implementation of the 
Preston Resolution (Annual Conference 
1943) was carried. On the whole, motions 
were disposed of quickly and expeditiously 
and the discussion on same reached high 
standards. 


Financial Report 
The financial report showed that our 
income had reached a record level but 
that the margin between income and 
expenditure was still very small and that 
administrative costs, due partly to price 
increases and partly to the added responsi- 
bilities of an expanding organisation, were 
rising. The substantial increase in mem- 
bership was reflected in the high level of 
contributions but, as was pointed out, 
modification of districts would involve 
increased expense. On the whole, how- 
ever, while we could not do all the things 
we should like, the Union’s finances were 
in a satisfactory state. 


Re-Union 

The Re-union and ‘Get-together’ was an 
unquestioned success except, perhaps, that 
a larger hall would have been desirable. 
We all felt we were being a little 
ambitious in booking a hall that could 
accommodate some 400 or so. In the 
event we were too cautious and we shall 
know what to do in future years. A lot 
of lessons were learnt as a result of 
running this show and I am convinced 
that we can make ‘Monday nights’ at 
future conferences the ‘Agents’ night.’ 
Certainly, I think it can be said that all 
who came enjoyed themselves and we were 
particularly pleased to welcome Jim 
Griffiths, who said a few words, and many 
other members of the National Executive 
Committee. 


concern in some elections. Some points of 


= _ v 
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th A LLEGATIONS as To the disqualification 


of an opponent prompted agitated 


consequence require consideration. (1) Is it 
plain beyond all doubt that the person is 
disqualified, for it is difficult to get irre- 
futable evidence. (2) The R.O. has no juris- 
diction over disqualification and cannot 
invalidate a nomination paper on this 
account. (3) Nothing ordinarily can be 
done about the issue during the election. 
(4) If the person is elected, it can then be 
considered whether there is a case to prose- 
cute him for acting and voting as a coun- 
cillor: (5) If there is any legal argument 
about the qualification the magistrates’ 
court may refer the issue to the High 
Court (involving trouble and expense for 
both complainants and defendant). Which 
all goes to show that complainants must 
be sure the disqualification is patent and 
incontestable betore they act. The answer 
always is—get on with your own election 
and discuss the matter after the election. 


Appointments 
(Continued from page 3) 


a member of his Union’s N-E.C., and a 
member of the National Committee of the 
Joint Gloving Industrial Wages Council 
for Great Britain, At BURY ST. EDMUNDS 
Douglas L. Ede, who has 16 years’ Party 
membership, has been Secretary and 
Chairman to his D.L.P. Into the agency 
he brings with him knowledge won when 
controlling Urban District and County 
elections. 


A holder of the Grade A Certificate, C. 
F, Windle—a 32-year-old Linotype Opera- 
tor—is taking up an agency at ROMFORD. 
He has had many Party posts, including 
membership of the Leytonstone Party’s 
Executive Committee. At GILLINGHAM, C. 


W. Quantrell, a Trades Union official, has 
a background of control of a Parliamen- 
tary election and contro] of County Coun- 
local 


cil» and Council elections at 


Wanstead. 


MORTONS FOR STATIONERY 


SS SS a oe 
Write for samples and new List of ENVELOPES, DUPLICATIN 

PAPERS, STENCILS, INKS, TYPEWRITER RIBBONS and CARBONS 
etc.,as supplied to scores of Labour Party and Trade Union Offices 


MORTONS, 51 BAYLIS ROAD : 


There is a snag—or ts are as a 
of the wide and elastic interpretation 
Section 57 (b) as are some of our Labo 


candidates who are able to stand for elec- 


tion on its accommodating basis. — 
* * * a 

° ; ‘ rs 

Rural Council and Parish Council elec 
tions take place together. In one case the 
R.D.C, election was open till 9 p.m. but 
the P.C. election closed at 8 p.m., an in- 
sufficient number of candidates having 
requested the extension. Electors in the 
polling station at 8 p.m. were not allowed 
to vote for the parish election. The pre- 
siding officer was in order. The issue of 

ballot papers for the Parish Election woul 
have to cease on the stroke of the hour. 
It was also alleged there was a queue out- 
side waiting to vote. The only answer to 
this is to press electors to go earlier to 
the poll and in any expectation of pressure” 
of voting to consult with the R.O. before- 
hand as to providing staff to cope with it. 


LEICESTER has made two new appoint- 
ments following the building up of the 
Party carried out by C. V. Woods. The 
newcomers are both young men. One is 
Ken Parker, a 23-year-old former book- 
keeper, and the other is a building trade 
worker with 8 years’ Party experience, 
24-year-old Ron Simmons. Ron _ has 
already acted as agent in Urban District 
and County Council elections. 


Former Co-op. Employee 

Vincent Nuttycombe, who was instrumen- 
tal in forming the Rushden and District 
Trades Council and was its first Chairman, 
has taken up the agency at souTH WEST 
NORFOLK. Previously he was a Co-operative 
insurance worker. Now at suTron & 
CHEAM AND CARSHALTON W& BANSTEAD is 
William Stoner who has, for six years been 
an agent and was previously at Leeds. He 
has been replaced at CENTRAL LEEDS by 
Miss Ivy Sampson, a former Civil Servant. 
She has acted as agent in wards and also 
served in charge of Central Committee 
Rooms in 3 Parliamentary elections. 


LONDON, S.E.! 
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.. About Victory in 1950 


; is all a matter of percentages! I have 
udied the municipal election results of 
ve two neighbouring boroughs; one that 
ade a clean sweep for Labour and 
nother that lost 12 out of our 14 seats, 
hey are East Ham and Ilford. 

‘East Ham had confidence and helped 
themselves to win. Polling was very 
nigh and reached over sixty per cent. in 
some wards, Ilford started with a 
defeatist attitude. The polling there 
averaged only forty-one per cent. 
Meanwhile the Tory machine worked well 
ad polled its best possible in boti: areas. 
heir average in Ilford was twenty-seven- 
ad-a-half per cent., and in East Ham was 
wree per cent. lower, but in some wards 
tTeached over twenty-nine per cent.—but 
Mrespondingly Labour did better by 
olling over thirty per cent. 

ff Uford had been able to reach East 
am’s figures those six Conservative gains 
ould have been wiped out and replaced 
y two losses—making a difference to us 
f eight seats. 

30 We can see what a difference organi- 
ition and faith in one’s Party can make. 
ut of the fifty-nine per cent, that did 


a 
im 


4 The Reader Writes eee 


not vote in Ilford there must have been 
another sixteen per cent, for Labour .. . 
enough to turn the tide. The Labour vote 
stayed indoors and that’s why the Tories 
ran away with it, 


We had our vote out. in *45 and it can 
again be brought out in ’so. 
typical of all the tottering divisions, The 
victory vote is there—they have 12 months 
to organise to get it out. 


W. L. FERRIER 
Plaistow, E.13. 


--- About May Day 


{ was surprised to read nothing about May 
Day activities in your June issue. Can it 
be that there were no celebrations? Or is 
everyone too lazy to write up a report 
suited to the Organiser? In this area we 
had a fine rally. Had I thought you would 
be short of copy I should have written an 
article. 


REGULAR READER, 
Wembley South D.L.P. 


Sorry. Omission corrected. May Day story 
in this issue. But why did you leave it to 
‘the chap next door’? He was leaving it 
to you.—Kditor. 


SUMMER CAMPAIGN 


oming events cast their shadows before 


t 


In preparation for the General Election many forward . 


looking agents are already getting ahead with their 
poster advertising schemes. 


We have just completed the printing of three-colour 
16-sheet and double-crown posters for the London 
Metropolitan Area joint committee. 


May we help you? Write for a quote right away. 


CO-OPERATIVE ART SERVICE LIMITED 
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